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Introduction

Alfaxalone is available around the globe, either 
as Alfaxan® or Alfaxan® Multidose, for use as an 
anaesthetic agent in dogs and cats, with Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada, UK, USA, Japan, Germany, France and 
the Netherlands, just a few of the countries where it is 
used regularly. It is intended to be used for induction of 
anaesthesia, but can also be used to maintain anaesthesia 
where the use of an inhalant anaesthetic maintenance 
agent may be contraindicated. Patients induced with 
Alfaxan® maintain clinically acceptable cardiovascular 
parameters, and a majority experience minimal 
respiratory depression.

In a survey of veterinary anaesthesia in Australia, where it 
was first marketed in the early 2000s, responses showed 
that Alfaxan® is currently used for over 65% of all inductions 
in dogs and over 75 % of all inductions in cats.[1]

Tolerance

Alfaxan®  is unique as an anaesthetic agent, exhibiting 
a wide margin of safety, with minimal side effects at 
registered dose rates. 

A. Over-dosage 
Acute tolerance trials have demonstrated safety of 
Alfaxan® up to 10 times the recommended dose of  
2 mg/kg in dogs (up to 20 mg/kg), and up to 5 times the 
recommended dose of 5 mg/kg in cats (up to 25 mg/kg). 
Cases of accidental over-dosage can be treated solely 
with respiratory support (ventilation and oxygen). [2, 3, 4] 

 

 In repeated over-dosage trials dogs were administered 
Alfaxan® up to 5 times the recommended dose of  
2 mg/kg and cats were administered Alfaxan® up to  
5 times the recommended rate of 5 mg/kg respectively 
on 3 occasions over a 7 day period with no unexpected  
effects.[4,5]

B. Age 
Alfaxan® has been safely used in puppies and kittens 
from 6 weeks of age.[6,7] 

C. Sighthounds 
Alfaxan® can be safely used in Greyhounds at the 
registered doses.[8]

D. Caesarean section 
Alfaxan® has safely been used as an induction agent 
in patients undergoing Caesarean section.[9]

Pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics 

Following a single dose of Alfaxan®, alfaxalone, the active  
ingredient, is rapidly metabolised by the liver and eliminated 
in the bile and urine, with the drug being completely cleared 
from the body within a few hours.[10] 

After administration of Alfaxan® the duration of  
anaesthesia will vary due to a range of factors. 
As a general guide, at recommended doses and 
without premedication, cats will remain anaesthetised 
for approximately 15 to 30 minutes, and dogs for 
approximately 5 to 10 minutes.[11, 12]  Concomitant use of 
sedative and analgesic medications can be expected to 
decrease the dose requirements for Alfaxan® and alter 
the duration of the resulting anaesthesia.

Compatibility

Alfaxan® has been proven to be safe when used with a 
wide range of premedicant classes of drugs, including 
phenothiazines (acepromazine), anticholinergics 
(atropine), benzodiazepines (diazepam, midazolam), 
-2-adrenoceptor agonists (xylazine, medetomidine, 
dexmedetomidine), opiates (methadone, morphine, 
butorphanol, buprenorphine, hydromorphone) and 
NSAIDS (carprofen, meloxicam) as well as the normal 
gaseous maintenance agents.[5-7, 13-26]

Shelf life

There is no preservative to prevent bacterial growth 
present in the original formulation of Alfaxan®. In 
Australia and New Zealand, Alfaxan® should be 
discarded, once broached, after 24 hours at room 
temperature, or may be stored for up to 7 days in the 
refrigerator.

The broached vial shelf life of Alfaxan® is different 
between countries. Please check with your relevant 
regulatory authority for the most correct information.

Alfaxan® Multidose has a preservative system, allowing 
broached vials to be kept on the shelf for up to 28 days. 
There are no other differences in the use of Alfaxan® 
Multidose compared with Alfaxan®.

Dose rates

NOTE: The product should be administered slowly (¼ of the 
calculated dose given at 15 second intervals) and the effect 
monitored by checking cardinal signs and standard reflexes 
until the appropriate level of anaesthesia is achieved. If gaseous 
anaesthesia is used for maintenance, the patient should be 
placed on the anaesthetic machine immediately after intubation.

The recommended dose rates for both Alfaxan®  
and Alfaxan® Multidose are:

DOGS: 2 mg/kg of the 10 mg/mL solution.

Bodyweight (kg) Dose volume (mL)

1 0.2

5 1

10 2

15 3

20 4

25 5

Above 25 kg 1 mL per 5 kg, to effect

CATS: 5 mg/kg of the 10 mg/mL solution.

Bodyweight (kg) Dose volume (mL)

0.5 0.25

1 0.5

2 1

5 2.5

Above 5 kg 0.5 mL per kg, to effect

NOTE: These dose rates are a recommendation only, and may 
differ between patients. The temperament of the animal, and any 
premedicants used prior to induction will influence the overall 
dose required. Alfaxan should always be administered slowly and 
to effect, in order to achieve an appropriate depth of anaesthesia.

06
04

20
20

 V
2.

01

Alfaxan® and Alfaxan® Multidose: essential facts

Active ingredient and mode of action

Alfaxan® and Alfaxan® Multidose are both registered for the induction and maintenance of anaesthesia  
in dogs and cats. The active ingredient is alfaxalone, a neuroactive steroid. It produces anaesthetic effects  
by augmenting the inhibitory effects of gamma-amino butyric acid (GABA) on the GABAA receptor, resulting  
in decreased impulse transmission due to nerve cell hyperpolarisation. Bioequivalence has been 
demonstrated between Alfaxan® and Alfaxan® Multidose and the two products can be used at equal  
doses for the same response in dogs and cats.

Further information?
Please contact the Jurox Customer  
Service Team on (AU) 1800 023 312  
or (NZ) 0800 587 696


